Chapman University

Chapman University Digital Commons
Student Scholar Symposium Abstracts and
Posters

Center for Undergraduate Excellence

Fall 11-30-2022

The Influence of Religion on Immigration Public Opinion
Olga Alvertos
Chapman University, alvertos@chapman.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/cusrd_abstracts
Part of the American Politics Commons, and the Other Religion Commons

Recommended Citation
Alvertos, Olga, "The Influence of Religion on Immigration Public Opinion" (2022). Student Scholar
Symposium Abstracts and Posters. 548.
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/cusrd_abstracts/548

This Poster is brought to you for free and open access by the Center for Undergraduate Excellence at Chapman
University Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Student Scholar Symposium Abstracts and
Posters by an authorized administrator of Chapman University Digital Commons. For more information, please
contact laughtin@chapman.edu.

The Influence of Religion on Immigration Public Policy
By Olga Alvertos

Hypotheses:
1.) Higher religiosity leads to more favorable public opinions on immigration and immigration policy
2.) A higher education correlates with more favorable public opinion on immigration and immigration policy

Introduction

3.) Republicans who attend religious services often are more likely to have favorable immigration opinions than those who do not

•Immigration - from reform, laws, and people - has become a common
topic in today’s news outlets and media sources.
•First, the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals was challenged in
2018, followed by groups of individuals advocating for the construction
of a physical wall between the California and Mexico border.
•People with strong opinions are often given platforms on social media,
many of them claiming religion as the most significant moral
influencer.
•This study explores the ways in which the religious tendencies of
individuals influence their opinion on immigration and immigration
related policy.
•While seemingly separate topics, the two are interwoven through
variables such as political party affiliation, education level, and age.
•This topic has yet to be explored in depth and with reference to
frequency of religious attendance (religiosity).
•Using the 2020 ANES database, my goal with this research is to
determine if a significant rates of religious service attendance (high
religiosity) influence public opinion of immigration policy and
immigrants.

Previous Studies say…

•Most research lacks cross-country comparative studies and fails to
consider any moderating effects of religious contexts (Bohman and
Hjerm).
•Previous studies show a clear correlation between frequent attendance
of religious services and positive views on immigration and related
policies.
•Currently the nation has a higher anti-immigrant sentiment than
previous years (McDaniel et al)
• When compared to various religious groups, Evangelical
Protestants are found to be more hostile towards immigrants,
landing above the national average immigration sentiment
(McDaniel et al).
•Religious factors exert an independent and significant effect on public
policy opinions of immigration reform (Knoll).
• This implies that, when analyzing the determinants of immigration
policy attitudes in the United States, religion should be taken into
consideration (Knoll).

Figure 4. This bar graph displays the results of a crosstab
between Republicans and the rate of attendance of religious
services. More than 50% of Republicans attend religious
services weekly or more, yet when crossed with immigration
opinions only 3.9% held positive views on immigration.

Conclusion:

Significance

•While some of the loudest individuals on social media today use
religion as a justification for opinion and belief, I want to understand if
religion truly plays a significant role in shaping society’s morals and
views - specifically in regards to immigration - or if religion is being
used as a fallback explanation
•Understanding the connection between the two will provide a more
substantial understanding as to why some immigration policies
receive criticism while others thrive.
•Identifying the source of public immigration opinions is beneficial
to the understanding and improvement of the immigration system
in the United States.

Figure 1. For my research, I tested for the rates of religious service
attendance of four prominent religions: Mainline Protestants, Evangelical
Protestants, Black Protestants, and Roman Catholics. The religions were
judged based on two categories: attending (once a week or more) and nonattending (anything less than once a week). These two bar graphs show the
immigration views of the religion with the highest attendance rate
(Evangelical Protestants, 66%) and the lowest (Roman Catholics, 51.8%).
While both groups have mostly moderate views, Roman Catholics had
4.8% more in positive views than Evangelical Protestants, despite
attendance rates. Not pictured: Mainline Protestants had the highest rate of
positive immigration views (15.1%) yet had only a 54% rate of attendance.

Figure 2. The graph above depicts public opinion on
immigration and related policy, divided by individuals with a
bachelor’s degree or higher and those with anything lower
than a bachelors degree. My findings show that while both
sides are almost evenly split on moderate opinions (BA or
higher – 69.5%, less than BA – 69.4%), a higher percentage of
those with a BA or more have positive views on immigration
(21.5%) than those with less (14.0%).

•The rates of religious service attendance of the 4 tested religions did
not show a significant correlation with those group’s immigration
views. However, in religions in which attendance rates were about
50% or more held mostly moderate to positive views on immigration
and immigration policy
•Varying degrees of education did yield significantly different results
when compared to immigration opinions. Those with a bachelor’s
degree or higher held more favorable views on immigration and
immigration policy.
•Party preference seems to influence public opinion on immigration
more than the rate of religious service attendance.

